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Greetings to my friends and colleagues. In June 2012, we accomplished 
a fruitful meeting and agreed to establish the APMLA. This has lauched 
some exciting collaborations. In this inaugural Newsletter we look back 

contributions from our members and warm-hearted messages from 

I would like to give a special thank  to Dr Elizabeth Manning for all her 
support through this endeavour. 

th th 

you all again and to also welcoming new members to the APMLA. The meeting 
agenda is on the cover of this Newsletter. 

We will soon launch an APMLA website; we will advise you when this 
is launched. Let us know what kind of content you would like to see on 
the web site.

Editorial
Content
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on the investigation of the 
missing in mass disasters have 
been held regularly since 2002, 
thanks to support from the 
International Committee of the 

Institute of Forensic Medicine 

the forensic medical capacities of its member nations 
through cooperative and collaborative activities 
and projects.

It is vital that we prepare for natural and man-made 
mass disasters which occur frequently in our region. 
I believe the APMLA’s has an important role as 
a central body for strengthening forensic medical 
capacities, standardizing the process of victim 

standards to better prepare nations for mass casualty 
situations.

APMLA supports the equality and peace and stability 

organization the APMLA is always eager to assist 

humanitarian obligations through close networks.

Our concern for all victims and their families is 
a core APMLA value. I earnestly hope that APMLA 

techniques and support for human rights in the Asia 

the living person.

Sincerely Yours,

Dr. Nak-Eun Chung
APMLA Chairperson

Greeting on behalf of the APMLA Secretary

I am delighted that this region is cooperating in 

for criminal investigations and the protection of 
human rights. The Central Institute of Forensic 

readiness for mass disaster situations that may 
have an impact on this region in the future. As 
we all know mass disasters can occur at any time. 

nations can participate in capacity development 
projects, exchange perspectives and learn form 
each other’s expertise. Following the establishment 

address medico-legal issues related to disaster 

close relations with fellow members of APMLA.

Lt. Col. Anak Yomjinda, M.D.
Director-General of Central Institute of Forensic 
Science Thailand
APMLA Secretary

Welcome to APMLA Network!
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APMLA 
www.apmla.net

Dr. Nak-Eun Chung and his team at the National 

ready to be launched. We would like to urge you to  
give us your feedback after it is launched. 
The website will be an excellent platform for 
APMLA members and non-members to share 
information. The NFS is also preparing for 

conferences will coincide.

The introduction
and demonstration of MIM: 
Mass ID Manager in INPALMS 
by Dr. Nak-Eun Chung

process and compare the ante-mortem and post-
mortem data of the mass disaster victims: the Mass 

11th INPALMS Congress. The software is designed 
to 
more 
a software solution that meets the requirements of 
small and medium-scale disasters. Other available 
software packages such as the DVI System 
International®, although widely used in many 
developed countries, come at a high cost. Once 
the MIM software is validated, it will be distributed 
amongst the member countries of the APMLA at 
minimal cost.

commencing with Thailand and Indonesia. They 
will host regular simulated training workshops and 

network. this will support each country when 
together working to prepare for mass disasters 
involving multiple nationalities.

NEWS

th st rd th June 

to enhance the anthropological skills and promote the 
cooperation amongst forensic practitioners in Thailand 
and international countries. The course was sponsored 

The Forensic
Anthropology Workshop

Argentina, and the ASIA Foundation. Four specialists 

Lic., Luis Fondebrider, Dr. Mercedes Salado Puerto, 
Dr. Carlos Vullo and Ms. Ivana Wolf instructed 

Malaysia, Cambodia, Vietnam, Philippines, Sri Lanka 
and Indonesia.
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Background: 
of Medico-Legal Services on the investigation of the 
missing in man-made and natural catastrophes was 

The initial meeting was organized by the Victorian 

representatives from medico-legal and forensic 
services in Australia, Cook Islands, East Timor, Fiji, 
India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Papua New-Guinea, Philippines, Solomon 

Vanuatu. Participants from all countries agreed on 
the following 

Melbourne Commitment 
To promote and improve communication, coordination 
and cooperation among medico-legal services from 

to investigate and manage mass fatalities in natural 
and man-made catastrophes;
To promote training and the use of methods for 

international standards, including INTERPOL’s 
guidelines for DVI and the ICRC’s recommendations 
on The Missing, with due consideration of local 
needs and resources;
To promote communication between medico-legal and 
forensic practitioners and the bereaved;
To promote the establishment of a regional network 
of medico-legal and forensic services and create 
a directory of medico-legal and forensic services in 

Medico-Legal Agencies Network
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To hold periodic meetings for further empowering 
communication, coordination and cooperation among 
medico-legal and forensic services, including a second 

probably in Indonesia;

A side meeting was later held at the INPALMS Congress 
in Delhi in October 2010 to progress the Melbourne 
Declaration. 

JCLEC Meeting June 2012: In June 2012 the VIFM 
with the assistance of the ICRC, organized the third 

Indonesia. The meeting relied heavily on the support of 
the Australian Federal Police, the Indonesian National 
Police and the Jakarta Centre for Law Enforcement 
Cooperation in Semarang, the venue for the meeting. 
 
Meeting Objective: To discuss strategies for 
strengthening the forensic medical capacity of low to 

Goals: 

improved death and injury investigation
Improved ability to cooperatively respond to mass 
casualty events and identify disaster victims
Improved information to support public health 
systems and policies
Increased capacity to deliver forensic medical training 
in developing nations
Development of regional ‘hub’ centers for forensic 
medical expertise
Improved career development for individual clinicians 
and scientists
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for forensic medical infrastructure in participating 
nations.

At the business meeting, participants spent time 
considering the roles and functions that might be 
performed by the network. It was then agreed by 
those assembled that each country with a medico-legal 
professional representative of a medico-legal agency 
or service would attend the smaller Committee meeting 
and vote. Where the country had no such representative, 
a person from that country could attend the meeting as 
an observer. 

The following country representatives attended the smaller 
Committee meeting:
Australia: Stephen Cordner
India: Madhusudan Reddy Nandineni
Indonesia: Anton Castilani
Japan: Morio Iino

Malaysia: Mohd Shah Mahmood
Papua New Guinea: Philip Golpak
Sri Lanka: Ananda Samarasekara
Thailand: Panjai Woharndee
Vietnam: Vu Van Duong

Observers:
Laos: Sakdakhom Phachomphon
Myanmar: Zaw Win
Timor L’Este: Mouzhino Tavares Correia

nation and training sessions on mobile mortuaries and 

APMLA Network Business meeting June 2012 

Participants agreed on the establishment of a geographic 
network of forensic medical institutions which links 
agencies with a commitment to undertaking humanitarian 
forensic medical strengthening work with hub institutions 
in the region. The aim is to build capacity at the regional 
level. Robust medico-legal systems underpin civil society 
at all levels.

The network will act as a facilitator and advocate in 
scoping and identifying the scale of capacity development 
required in participating emerging economies and 
supporting the development of regional partnerships 
between forensic medical institutions, donor agencies 
and nations that have a clear commitment to enhancing 

local forensic medical organizations and institutions 

approach through facilitating the potential to learn, train, 
practice and assist at a multi-national regional level.
The formation of a multi-lateral Network of Forensic 
Medical Agencies will facilitate peer to peer learning, 
provide opportunities for capacity development projects 
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   Agencies: Dr Nak-Eun Chung
agreed that a draft of the constitution would 

material for inclusion in at least 2 newsletters to be 
produced in the next 12 months. 

Follow Up 

1. VIFM has drafted a Constitution which is being 
reviewed by the Chair.

2. Committee Chair Dr Nak Eun Chung is working on 
the development of a website for the network.

members.
th

at the INPALMS Meeting in Malaysia.

Dr Elizabeth Manning, Victorian Institute of Forensic 
Medicine, Australia

Committee Meeting 2012

of the proposed network. It was  agreed by the 
Committee that it would encompass forensic 
medicine broadly  including, but not necessarily 
limited to, related services such as anthropology 
and odontology. The initial focus would be on DVI. 

Network of Medico-Legal Agencies.
election was held, and Dr Nak-Eun Chung 

agreed by the 
Committee with responsibility for each area given 
to one or more members:
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2011 Japan tsunami
DVI for

On 11th March 2011, the world’s fourth largest 
earthquake hit Tohoku, on the north east coast 

command of the DVI. Police, Self Defense Force, 

organized teams to recover the bodies from tsunami 

provided forensic pathologists and odontologists for 
the DVI for four months. The NPA was not able to 
accommodate international assistance for the DVI due 
to language barriers and the disaster handling system. 

specialists to the tsunami disaster areas.

The DVI centres were established in the public buildings 
i.e. school gymnasiums, public halls, and school 
grounds. A DVI team consisted of a forensic pathologist, 
two forensic odontologists, a police inspector, a photographer 

inspector checked the personal belongings and did 
the external examination, the pathologist under took the 
external examination and took blood samples and 
toenails for DNA testing. The DVI did not include 
autopsies or CT scans. The odontologists then charted 
the teeth. Not many X-rays were possible for dental 
records because of electricity failure after the tsunami. 

was determined as “drowning” by the pathologists. 

photo IDs i.e driver’s licenses or Taspo card for 

kinship analysis of DNA. Because many dental clinics 

identify bodies by dental records. 

are still listed as missing.
We are grateful for the tremendous support from all 
over the world. We have been doing our best for 
the recovery and reconstruction of Tohoku, Japan.

Dr Morio Iino Associate Professor, Osaka University 
Graduate School of Medicine, Osaka, Japan

A residential and farming area
in Miyagi after the tsunami 
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the activities of this important network within the region and to the rest of 
the world. The African Society of Forensic Medicine
it a great opportunity to associate with the network at this very important 
milestone as it reminds us of some of the initial steps we undertook at 
the formative stages of our group, and how the instrument of a newsletter 
was pivotal to galvanizing African practitioners to participate in achieving 
the objectives of the society on the continent. We envisage such utility and 
gains for your Agencies network. 

in our various jurisdictions on issues of public health, the justice system and accountability. 
A newsletter could be a preliminary tool in highlighting some of these challenges and 
disseminating relevant information on network activities that are aimed at addressing the issues. 
It has proven a viable means of engaging members and the general public on matters of 
interest. In our experience, we have come to appreciate that timeliness and simplicity of 
a newsletter are as important as the contents.

the theme: Setting Minimum Standards for Forensic Medicine Practice in Africa. 
We focused on Autopsy Practice, Mortuary Management,  
and Management of Sexual Violence. We will be happy to share draft documents of the outcome 
of that conference with your network for necessary input in areas of common circumstance, 
and to stimulate discussion on possible areas of collaboration between the African Society 
of Forensic Medicine and the . We will be happy 

as we deliberate upon the theme: Management of Bodies of Victims following Disasters. 
Unfortunately, disasters have become an inevitable part of human experience in our world 
and any contributions to upholding the dignity of the deceased and assisting their loved ones 

On behalf of the Executive Council and members of the ASFM, I hereby congratulate 
the 
a future of shared activities and interdependency in areas of common interest and aspirations.

Prof Williams Odesanmi
Chairperson
African Society of Forensic Medicine (ASFM)
ASFM Secretariat, Ibadan, Nigeria
Email: asfm.secretariat@gmail.com
Website: www.asfmonline.org

Message
from the Chair of African Society 
of Forensic Medicine (ASFM)


